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MINUTES AND CIRCULAR LETTER CF THE 
CHENANGO ASSOCIATION. 


MINUTES. 


The brethren composing the CoEnanGo Assocta- , 
TION OF UNIVERSALISTS, convened in annual session i 


ugrecable to adjournment, at Brooklyn, Susquehan- 
nah county, Pa. August 29, A. D. 1827, and united, in 
addressing the Throne ol Divine Grace, with br. J. 
Potter. 


The Council was then organized by appointing bro- 
ther J. Potter Moprrator, and brs. 5. Adams and 
S. Finch Crerks ; and proceeded to read and hear the 
letters from the several Societies and Churches in fel- 
lowship with the Association, and found them express- 
ive of prosperity and joy throughout its borders. 

The following brethren composed the Council :— 


MINISTERS. 

Job Potter, Cooperstown, N. Y.; Salmon Adams, 
Smithville, N. Y.; L. 8. Everett, Auburn, N. Y.; N. 
Doolittle, Berkshire, N. ¥.; E. Ferris, Guilford, N. 
¥.; Sami. A. Skeel, Greene, N. Y.; J.B. Shannon, 
McDonough, N. Y.; J. S. Fiagler, Scipio, N.Y.; 
Samly Finch, Pitcher, N. ¥Y.; B. C. Hickox, Pottsdam, 
N. Y.; C. R. Marsh, Brooklyn, Pa. 

LAYMEN. 

Solomon Wait, and Stephen Ballou, Preston :— 

Ebenezer Shaw, und Jabez Fish, Sheshequin :—Amos 


Hall, and Abel Chandler, Pitcher :—Silas Genson, ! 
Smithville :—Jas. Smith, and Amos Baily, Brooklyn: | 


Saml. Eells, and S. Eells, 3d, Walton :—Freeman 
Wheeler, and John Stearns, Moun! Pleasant:—Stephen 
Godard, and G. W. Stockwell, McDonough :—Free- 
man Peck, and J. K. Adams, Harford. ‘The Second 
Society in Oxford was represented by br. Shannon. 

No letters were received from the first Society in 
Oxford, the church in Lisle, nor the church in Colum- 
bus. 

Received requests for the fellowship of the Associa- 
tion, from the Society in Mount Pleasant—the Church 
and Society in McDonough—and the second Society 
in Oxford. Voted, that their several requests be 
granted. 

Appointed brs. J. Potter, S. Adams, and S. A. Skeel, 
a Commitice to receive and attend to requests for let- 
ters of fellowship and ordination. 'The Council then 
adjourned to attend divine service at the Meeting 
Mouse. 

rs ORDER OF SERVICE IN THE FORENOON. 

Introductory prayer by br, S. Finch :—Sermon by 
br. J. 8. Flagler; text, 1, Cor. xiii. 8. Concluding 
prayer by br. 8S. A. Skeel. 

ORDER OF SERVICE IN THE ABTERNOON. 

Introductory prayer by br. J. Potter :—Sermon by 
br. L. 8. Everett , text, Acts. ii. 39. Concluding prayer 
by br. 8. Adams. 

After the publick exercises were concluded, the 
Council repaired to the Council-room, and proceeded 
to business, . 

Received a request from br, E. Ferris, to be again 


| admitted into the fellowship of the Association.* Vo- 
| ted, that his request be granted. 

Voted, that brs. S. Adams, S. A. Skeel, and C. R. 
Marsh, remain a Committee of Discipline for the en- 
suing year. 

Appointed the following brethren committees to 
visit the respective associations: viz. brs. S. Adams, 
| and E. Ferris, for the Central Association, to meet at 

Fly Creek, Otsego county, N. Y. on the first Wednes- 
, day in June next :—Brs. J. B. Shannon and S. Adams, 
for the Cayuga Association, to meet at the Baptist 
| meeting house in Venice (formerly Scipio) on the first 
| Wednesday of October next :-—-Br. J. B. Shannon, for 
the Chautauque Association :—and br, 8, Finch, forthe 
General Convention of the New-England States and 
others, to meet at Saratoga Springs on the third 

Wednesday in Sept. next ; (now inst.) 

The Council then adjourned to the following morn. 
ing, at & o’clock ; at which time they convened, and 
after having opened the council in prayer and thanks. 
giving by br. Shannon, proceeded to dispose of the 
business before them. 


The Committee for receiving requests for letters of 
Fellowship and Ordination, reported in favour of grant- 
| ing the request of br. J. B. Shannon for Ordination; 
| which report was adopted. 
| The Council then adjourned, to attend the publick 
| serviee of the Sanctuary. 


ORDER OF SERVICE IN THE FORENOON. 
Introductory prayer by br. B. C. Hickox :--1st ser- 
| mon by br. S. Adams, fert, Rev. iv. 11.——2nd sermon 
| by br. B.C, Hiekox, text, Isa. xxxiii. 14. Coneluding 

prayer by br. J. Potter. 
| During the interim, it was voted, that the Associg- 
| tion proceed to appoint two Ministering brethren, and 

two clergymen, to attend a Conference at Auburn, N. 
| Y. on the third Wednesday and Thursday in October 

next, to take into consideration the propriety of forme 
ing a convention, 


| 





ORDER OF SERVICE IN THE P. M. AND ORDINATION, 
Introductory prayer by br. E. Ferms :—Sermon by 
br. J. Potter, text, Matt. v. 48.—Consecrati prayer 
by br. B.C, Hickox :—Laying on of hands by brs 
S. Adams, B. C. Hickox, and E. Ferris :--Charge end 
Delivery of the Scriptures by br. E. Ferris :—Right 
haod of Fellowship by br. 8. Adams 
prayer by br. J. B. Shannon. 
The several addresses were then delive 
J. Potter. Bas 
After the publick exercises of the occasion were con- 
claded the Council convened and proceeded to dispose 
of the remaining business. 


Voted, that the fellowship of this Associati 
withdrawn from br. J.S8» Siinter. > 


i~-Concl uding 





* Br. Ferris had preViously, for certain reas 
explained, obtained leave to withdrem from oes 
ciation ; and such were his standing and usefulness 
among us, that it was not thought necessary to subject 
his request to thé”usual formalities. Doubtless his 
request for readmission, caused joy to spring up in 





every heart, and thankfulness to pervade every soul. 
Ep. Gos. Apy. 
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Appointed br. S. Finch to pre 
this session of the Association, iogether with a Cireular 
Letter, forthe press; and, voted that the same be 
published in the Gospel Advocate. 

Adjourned, to meet at Greene Villare, Chenango 
county, N. Y. on the last Weduesday and succeeding 
Thursday of August, 1828. Joined in solemn prayer 
and thanksgiving with br. S. Pinch. 

J. POTTER, Yederator. 





DAU. 


es aoe Clerks. 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Pur Cuenanco Association or Unrver- 
SALIsTs, to the Churches and Socicties in fel- 
Yuship, and to ail, of every name and denomi- 
sation of men of Adam’s race, to whom this 
cpistle may come; wishing Grace unto you, 
and peace from God our Father, and through 
Jesus Christ, Erernau Lire :~ 

Pear Breteren — Established in that faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints ;—a 
goodly number of. us assembled in our fifih 
annual session since the establishment of this 
Association, witt: hearts filled with gratitude 


are the Minutes of 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


to our heavenly Father, for all the displays of | 


inne 
IC HESS. 


his eeaseless and unchanging go: 


We | 


present you with the minutes of our transac- 


tions durimg the session, from which you may 
learn, that the holy cause in which we have 
‘embarked, continues to rejoice in prosperity ; 
znd we have every reason to believe, that our 
God, who is tlie “ Father of the spiriis of all 
flesh,” has, in very decd, lengthened the cords 
of our Zion, and strengthened her stakes and 
gaused her to grow with the increase of God! 
At the time this body was established, six 
societies were all that constituted this Asso- 
ciation; and but two ministering brethren re- 
sided within its limits. We have at this time 
thirteen Churches and Societies in ‘fellowship, 
and seven Pastors, we trust of Gud’s own 
choosing, who feed the people with knowledge 
and understanding. 

Wikile, then, others rejoice when they be- 
bold-a small cloud passing siowly along, rest 
ing for a short time on this place, or that, aud 
from whence fails on.y here and there a drop 
of water to refresh the thirsty ground, or re- 
vive the droopiag plant; what great cause of 
rejoicing is presented to us, when we not only 
behold the increase within the bounds of this 
Association, but behold the copious showers 
of Divine Grace extending from Georgia to 
Maine, and from the shores of the Atlantick 
moving over the mountains of the west co-ex- 
tensive with civilization, and eultivation of the 
soil! We will, then, say to our brethren, 
Resorce w rue Lorp, and be excreDine 
@LAD, for great is his goodness, and divinely 
glorious his power in the Salvation of man :— 
Great is the Lurd, for * He doeth his pleasure 
in‘ the armies of heaven above} and among the 
inhabitants of the earth, and there is none 
can stay his hand.” Yes, brethren, rryoice, 
fos the time fs come which was spoken of by 


| 


the prophet. The mandate hath gone forth ; 
the word is to Zion; “ Enlarge the place of 
thy tent, and let them stretch forth the cur- 
tains of their habitations; spare not; lengthen 
thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; for then 
shalt break forth on the right hand and on the 
left; and thy seed sha!l inherit the Gentiles, 
and make the descelate cities to be inhabited.” 
Yes, rejoice in the Lord, fur he is good, for 
his “* Mercy eExDuReyH VOREVER.” 

After hearing the glorisus news communi- 
cated tous through the letters from the sever- 
al societies ; we repaired in procession, to the 
house of our Goil, for social and divine wor- 
ship; there, all degrees, from the aged down 
to the youth, mingled together ; and there, 
with delight did we listen to the words of Sat- 
vation, “which makes glad the city ofour 
God ;” while our souls were refreshed by ema- 
nating steams from the boundless and unfailing 
ocean of Jehovah’s Love; there we heard the 
difference between true, and faise prophets, 
clearly illustrated ; that all God’s “* holy proph- 
ets have spoken of the times of the restitution 
of all things since the world began,” and their 
declarations must be fulfilled; for it is impos- 
sible for God to lie. Qur cars were then 
saluted with the joyful.tidings, that “ the pro- 
mise ofour God is to you, and to your childven, 
and to all that are afar off ;” yes, equally as 
secure to those who are afar off, through uftbe- 
lief, as those who are nigh through faith; in 
that, says the Apostle, “the callis to every 
one.” In the third discourse, the extent of 
the promise was beautifully illustrated. in the 
great plan of Creation, * for our God is worthy 
to receive glory, and lionour, and power, fox 
thou hast created all things, and for thy plea- 
sure they are and were created.” The glorious 
subject was still continued, although “ sinners 
in Zion are afraid, and fearfulness hath sur- 
prized the hyp yet Jesus our Saviour 
** comesas a refiner’s fire, and as fuller’s soap,” 
to cleanse and purify those sinners, that “in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth, even in him.’’—In the fifth. and 
last discourse, we were earnestly exhorted to 
practice that *“ goliness which is profitable 
unto all things.” for there is great peace in 
keeping the commands of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, and in keeping his law. Our Saviour 
says, “be ye perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect.” ‘The addresses, 
especially that to the ministering brethren, 
were very affecting, and it is hoped have made 
a lasting impression on the minds of many.— 
The greatest harmony prevailed in the Coun- 
cil ; all things were done decently and in order. 
A very numerous congregation attended, and 
departed saying, ‘It is good for us that we 
have been here, this is none other than the 
house of God and the gate of heaven.” 
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To those who are engaged inthe ministry 
of reconciliation, much might be said, buta 
little must suffice. The spirit of inquiry is 
abroad in the éarth, and all eyes are directed to 
the mountains of Zion. to receive the blessing 
of those, whose feet are shod with the prepara- 
tion of the Gospel of peace—who * publish 
glad tidings of good things.” If you would 
finish your course with joy, see that you give 
yourselves wholly to these things ; see that you 
hold sweet communion continually with your 
God; that you teach by exAwPLe as well as 
PRECEPT,— that you preserve the unity of the 
spirit inthe bonds of peace: Remember, the 
servants of the Lord must not strive, but be 
gentle unto al] men; keep in view the bright 
example of our Lord and Master, whose soul 
was compassion, whose lile was meekness, 
and purity, whose words were truth, and whose 
governing principle was “ rny witL, O Gop, 
BE DONE?” and above all things, remember 
your entire dependence on Him, who formed 
all worlds, and in whom al! things exist. 

Finally ; brethren, sisters, and friends in 
Christ Jesus :—T he joyful period fas at length 
arrived, when we may exchange our heart 
felt congratulations at Zion’s prosperity, ** the 
mountain of the’ Lord’s house shall be estab- 
lished in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills, and all ‘nations 
shall flow unto it.” Our cause is the cause 
of truth ; take courage, be strong in the arm 
of our God, and in the power of his might ; 
stand fast in that liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made you free, and not be entangled 
again in the yoke of bondage, be of one heart 
and one mind, live in peace, and the God of 
love and peace shall be with you—Amen 

Per order. SAMUEL FINCH. 








ORIGINAL COMDUNCATIONS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Sir :—An article in your 36th number, 


headed ‘‘ False Teachers,” strikes my atten- | 


tion. 
follows :—** False Teachers make merchan- 
dizeofmen. ‘This is the sure mark ofa false 
teacher; and the object of the trade is his 
ownemolument. ‘I'he market is now princi- 
pally removed to heathen lands, where the 
trode is briskly carried on,” &c: 

It appears to me, that the writer is a hireling 
priest belonging to the Universalists, and rather 
than criminate himself as bearing this sure 
mark ofa false teacher, he attempts to carry 
our ideas away to ‘* heathen lands” —while we 
can scarcely go into a neighbourhood any 
where in our own country without we find a 
Market where merchandize is made of the 
people, by hireling priests of some sort. But 
not a word does he say about hireling priests 
making merchandize of the people here. What 
is the reason? [sit because the Universalists 


The writer in his 5th particular says as | © 
| little craftiness, to get up a salary ; and alittle 





are as deep in the mud in this particular as 
other sects are in the mire '—and because the 
Universalists have not yet adopted the mouey- 
making plans of. sending things te the hea- 
thens? Like some other sectarians, he tries 
to evade the charge of making merchandize of 
the people; but my opinion is, that the Uni- 
versalists, asa people, are but a few years 
behind other sects in all the popular merchant 
plans of the present day. 

The writer also mentions some means used 
to carry on this merchandize ; and quotes the 
following passage—* And through covetuous< 
ness shall they with feigned words make mer- 
chandize of you;” 2. Pet. ii. 5. “ Feigned 
words” he makes out to be false words and 
stories, and speaks of fabricated Tracts, and 
** stories concerning the renunciation of Uni-+ 
versalists,” &c. Here the Universalists are 
cleared again. But we have reason to believe 
the Apostle had no reference to fabricated 
tracts or renunciations: And if the writer is 
not willing to have the Universalists charged 
with using ** feigned words,” it may be that 
those among them who “serve their own bel- 
lies’ use smooth words and fair speeches and 
deceive the hearts of the simple. See Rom. 
xvi. 18, 

Allowing, then that Universalism is made 
up of * good words and fair speeches,” they 
may be used for the same purpose as feigned 
words ; viz. to make merchandize of the peo- 
ple.. Look out, reader, we are surrounded 
with this merchandize business, on all sides :— 
it presents itself in all shapes and forms suited 
to our tastes and notions. 

Auburn, Sept. 12. W. A. 

PS. The wiiter in another phce says— 
«The true teachers of the apostolick age, re- 
nounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not 
walsing in craftiness, nor handling the word 
of God deceitfully,” &c. Is it not a little crafty 
to say the ** market is removed to heathen 
lands ” Is there not a littie deceitful hand- 
ling of the word “ merchandize,” in not noti- 
cing hireling priests? Does it not require a 


deceitful handling of the word of God to keep 


the people in a mind to pay it? W.A. 
oS VET ST MLS 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


LETTER NO. 6. 
To Elder Joszrru Bavcer, of Mendon, Mon- 
roe, to. N. -Y. 

Srr :—Being persuaded that it is not the 
duty of any individual or society, passively to 
submit to abuse, and calumny, where justice 
asks a defence, and where facts, sufficiently 
strong and nimerous, exist to obtain redress, 
I will here notice a feature of your discourse 
on the 27th May last, which you could not. but 
suppose would be wounding to the feelings of 
those against whom you turned the tide of your 
violence, pot to say you designed it for that 
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purer. It was truly wounding to me ; but 
am now convinced, that you had no warrant 
to make the assertion, at least, in the light 
you wished to have it received. Your object 
on that occasion seems to have been, to per- 
suade the people, that you had never believed 
nor professed to believe in universal salvation, 
(though you did not say fally what you did 
believe,) and with that profession you stated 
that “ @ purse of sevcral hundred dollars had 
been held out to you as an inducement to 
preach Universalism! !” What! has any one 
attempted to bribe and turn you aside from 
your honest sentiments? This, sir, is a high 
charge against some one,—whom I know not. 
And this ** cash” we are to suppose, from your 
own insinuations, was offered you, while you 
were openly and without disguise, preaching a 
different doctrine! What splendid talents 

ours must be to be boughtat such a dear rate ! 
Rare indeed must have been considered your 
gifts, and infatuated must have been the man 
who offered the bribe, especially if there had 
been no prospect of success. But it seems 
you were invulnerable to the shafts of tempta. 
tion—you did not accept the “ purse!!” But 
why did you not? Sir, the truth must come, 
however unpleasant it may be. And here | 
would observe, that my object is not to injure 
you. But if an honest and necessary sugges- 
tion of facts will have that tendency, it will be 
unavoidable. 

Did you not, sir, about four years since, in- 
form 4 gentleman in West-Bloomfield, tlrat you 
believed in the doctrine of Universalism, and 
designed to preach it, but wanted a short time 
to prepare yourself, the more fully and _ satis- 
actorily to answer objections which might be 
brought against it? and did you not, after. 
wards, authorize that gentleman to make ap- 
pointments for you, saying, that you would 
meét them! Will you céiny iis, sir, seeing 
that, accordingly, the gentleman did not scru- 
ple to mention the subject in a neighbouring 
town, and proposed making an appointment 
for you? But what must have been his sur- 
prize on hearing, that but a little before (du- 
ring the time, as it appears that you had been 
professing to him to be an Universalist} you 
had been heard to preach against the doctrine ! 
This may account for the purse! and here 
the matter seems to have ended. “Names can 
and will be given if necessary. 

For the last few years, being perhaps some- 
what chagrined it would appear, that, where 
it would answer your purpose, you have done 
what you could against us. But ify in accom- 
plishing your object, you had used fair means, 
there would have been no cause for complaint. 
The truth, however, seems to be otherwise, 
and I am very sorry it is so. 1 could mention 
circumstances leading to this conclusion, but 
shall, at present, omit them, by observing, that, 
if necessary they will be named hereafter. 











The above inquiries, without propounding 
any more at present, or adding any comments, 
are submitted to you for candid reflection and 
consideration—hoping, that you will duly 
weigh the matter whether the crime of offering 
you a bribe can be justly imputed te any Uni- 
versalist, or whether your professing the doc- 
trine was not the only cause, if any such offer 
were made. Yours, &c. 

W. I. REESE. 

September, 1827. 

P. S. The insinuation in your note to Mr. 
Abbot, of Sept. 1, I regret to see, because it 
must necessartly call forth my reason for choos- 
ing to discuss the subject in the Advocate ; 
and this I would have gladly avoided I then 
solemnly declare before God. without desiring 
to attach: any disrespect to you, that the only 
reason why Iam unwilling to meet you in pub- 
hck debate, is your manner of treating such 
subjects. Only let me be assured, that you 
will conduct on an occasion of that kind ina 
christian manner, and you shall have no far- 
ther cause tg deplore my want of disposition 
to meet you. And I here give notice, that, 
provided you will submit yourself to the di- 
rection and restriction of a candid and judi- 
cious committee, mutually chosen, for that 
purpose, you are at perfect liberty to name 
your subject, arrangement and positions, in 
the Advocate, and appoint your time and place 
for publick debate. But let it not take place 
sooner than four weeks aiter the first publick 
notice in the Advocate, should you accept, and 
abide by, this proposition. W. I. REESE. 








ADVUZCATE AND INVESTICATOR. 


“4 FARNESTLY CONTEND YOR TUS FAITH.”’ 





REPLY TO W. A. OM PSGE 299. 

Gur friend W. A. having used “ great plainness of 
speech” in his observations, will pardon us for pointing 
out with equal frankness, what we suppose to be the 
érrours of his communicaticn. 

Whoever undertakes to impeach the essays of ano- 
ther, should first make himself acquainted with’the 
exceptionable parts of what he attempts to expose.—- 
Now, it appears tous, that W. A. has not attempted to 
invalidate what was advanced in the urticle to which 
he refers; but finds fault with what the writer did 
not advance. Indeed it is tacitly admitted by W. A. 
that as far as the authour went, he was correct; but 
he did not go far enough to suit our correspondent, and 
so, therefore, he must be charged with “ handling the 
word of God deceitfully.” 

It appears to W. A. that the writer is a hireling 
priest ; but how it happens to appear so is to usa secret. 
If, however, W. A. knows such to be the fact, we con- 
fess ourself his inferior in wisdom and sagacily. Nor 
can we perceive the impropriety which appears so 
obvious to W.. A. in “carrying our ideas away to hea- 
then lands.” In.a word; ourcorrespondent secms to 
have raiser! a “* man of strety” and in the style of Don 
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Quixotte given it a most unmerciful drubbing. But 
without spending time in noticing particulars, we will 
seize at the strong points of the article of our adversa- 
ry and endeavour to remove his difficulties. 

He seems to think that universalists condemn that 
in others which they themselvesallow. In other words, 
that we are disposed to speculate upon the credulity o! 
the people, and so obtain their money. But why does 


he think so? Has he any facts to sustain such an opin- | 


ion? We presume not. Universalist reeéhers are, 
without an exception, disposed to practice as much 
self-denial as any other class of men. Indeed, in all 
the connexion there are none who obtain for their 
labours more than a bare subsistence ; and in nine 
cases ont of ten, the ministers of our order l@bour with 
their hands*for their support. Nor can W. A. point us 
toan instance where one of the order ever demanded 
more than an equal share with his brethren of the com- 
forts of life. We invite the closest scrutiny into the 
conduet of each and every preacher in our connexion ; 
and while we do so, we feel assured that thus far we 
are, as a people, free from the evil under consideration. 

But another thing is worthy of notice. W. A. thinks 
we handie the word of God deceitfully by saying that 
the market is removed to heathen lands. How can we 
avoid the conclusion that the authour of the article on 
false teachers is correct, while we witnese so many ef- 
forts to obtain money for the conversion of the hea- 
then? True, we are surrounded with merchandizing 
plans, but the principle traffick of this kind is for the 
foreign market. But, again : —Are Universalists justly 
chargeable with handling the word of God deceitfully 
with a view of obtaining money: We fearlessly an- 
swerno. And we call on W. A. to point us to an in- 
stance that will support his accusation. Those to 
whom the writer of the article on false teachers allu- 
ded as being of that description were and are such as 





| 


upon the food of fhe dogs? But W. A. may contend 
that it was not the custom of the apostles to receive 
any compensation, aud that therefore we should not 
demand or reccive any in this age of the world. Now 
in reply, we have only to say that times and circum- 
stances are widely different now, from what they then 
were, and that a change of circumstances has rendered 
necessary the course we pursue. The primitive 
Christians enjoyed all things in common, without re- 


e4 . . , 4. 5 
| ference to the pursuits of different individuals. Hence 


| 
} 


there was ngmeed of any money to keep the ministers 
of the werd from starvation, The early Christians 
were net so bent upon the accumulation of wealth as 
they are in these times. Then their hearts were open 
and their doors were ever prepared to receive the am- 
bassadors of truth, without taking their coats fora 
compensation. Wouldto God a similar spirit now 
pervaded the hearts of professing Christians, instead 
of that nigzardly disposition which quieis a man’s con- 
science while soliciting the labours of a preacher with 


| his tongue, and withholding from his servant with his 


pretend that souls can be saved from heil by Money ! | 
Such handle the word of God deceitfully, by holding | 


up the idea that God is sorely angry with “ poor im- 
mortal souls,” and that the pricsts, with cash enough, 
can save them from his wrath! “ Salvation,” said a 
** Doctor of Divinity,” not long since—* Salvation will 
be inscribed on every dollar given for missionary pur- 
poses.” This we call deception—and deceit ofthe 
worst kind. Do weas a people hold to any such sys- 
tom ofbeggary? Nay, do we deceive the people, by 
making them think their salvation rests upon any such 
measures? No. On the contrary, our language ever 
has been to the reverse ofthis. Our message is peace 
—our employment is that of disseminating doctrines 
which will make an end of all that priestly legerde- 
main which has operated so much to the prejudice of 
pure and undefiled religion in our world. 

But ministers of our order, ask of their brethren a 
subsistence, while engaged in proclaiming the truth 
and exposing the evil practices of those who lie in wait 
to deceive ; and this is the “ damning sin” which W. 
A. would lay to our charge. But, why is this consider- 
edsocriminal? [sit because he who labours in tie 
gospel field is not worthy ofa morsel of bread? Must 
those who toil incessantly for the publick good be fed 





hand the needed pittance of the expected reward, 

To conclude:—The writer of these remarks has 
toiled for several years to disseminate truth; and 
while he has been engaged in the good work, it is pre- 
sumed, he has often suffered from the invlemency of 


| the weather— from hunger, and thirst, and weariness, 


and laborious watchfulness, and incessant application, 
while W. A. has rested in quiet and enjoyed the boun- 
ties ot Heaven in peace with his family. It comes 
therefore with a bad grace from W. A. to find fault 
with us as a body, while he knows so little of the con- 
dition of our order: Weask him not to give us of his 


| substance nor bless us with his prayers until he feels 


bound so te do. But we do hope he will hereafter 
refrain from speaking evil of that which he understands 
not. Ep. 
= 
CUT AT LAST. 

In our last we gave extracis from a discourse deli- 
vered at Phlatelphia. by Mr. Ely. It may surprize 
our readers to find so bold and unequiy a develope- 
ment of the ambitious schemes of ast cler- 
gy ; but we have long been prepared for such an event. 
We need not express our feelings upon this subject, at 
this time ; as our readers have long since been apprized 
of our utter abhorence of the cunning and hypocrity, 
of the limitarian clergy ef our country, Mr. Ely stands , 
at the head of the Presbyterians in this country, ‘and 
his opinions will doubtless be received by bis brethren, 
as the truth of God, and acted upon, either openly or 
secretly, by a large majority of that denomination to 
which he belongs. It remains to be seen, whether the 
citizens of the United States are to be driven into a 
compliance with his wishes or not. 

We cannot refrain from noticing the bare-faced ef- 
frontery with which he alludes to the immortal Jefier- 
son. “It would pick no infidel’s pocket, and break no 
Jew’s neck,” says this doctor of divinity, “ if our Pre- 
sident should be so singular as to let it-be kuown that 
he is a Christian by his Messages, and an advocate for 


| the Deity of Christ by his personal preference ofa 
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Christian temple to a Socinian Conventicle.” It was 
the maxim of Jefferson, that religion and politicks 
should never be blended together, and the above quo- 
tation refers tou remark in his Notes on Virginia, in 
which he declares, that it matters not, politically,whe- 
ther our neighbour believes in one God or twenty 
gods, if he does not breuk our necks or pick our pock- 
ets. But the beauty of the whole, consists in the 
gauntlet thrown at the present chief magistrate of our 
nation. Mr. Adams is supposed to be aa Unitarian ; 
and hence the hint about the * Socinian Conventicle !” 

On the whole, we conclude the time is at hand, 
whea the people of this country will have eyes to see 
the abominations of modern orthodoxy ; aud we bless 
God that it is at length known what the object is with 
those who bind grievous burthens upoa the unsuspect- 
ing part of the community. We have only to say, let 
every man stand to his rights—the struggle will be 
short, and liberality of sentiment will triumph. 

oes 





0>The “ Albany Christian Register” has copied an 
article from that notable vehicle of slander and false- 
hood the “ Anti-Universalist,” entitled ** Tardy the 
Pirate in heaven.”” ‘The writer of the article seems to 
wonder how “ Tardy, that monster of cruelty and 
crime,” can be saved from his iniquities without an 
orthodox repentance. Now, we will only remoerk, for 
the especial benefit of the above mentioned editors, 
that if the poor fellow had been favoured with a priest 
an hour or so before his death, he would have had a 
passport which would have carried him through to 
heaven in spite of the very devil himself! His com- 
panions in guilt, were said to be truly penitent, and uo 
fears of their damnation are entertained by the self- 
styled erthodox! O, what blessed creatures the limi- 
tarian clergy are! Were it not for them, and their 
pious labours, God, fur ought they have told us, would 
damn the whole world. Gothen, deluded sinners,— 
pay the priests, and no matter how wicked you are, 
they will save your souls from their wrathful god and 
his co-Worker the devil—without any doubt! 

N.B. W e editor of the Register please to ex- 
plain certain eries to which we mvited his atten- 


tion some weeks sihce ? 
SECU Re ES 
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Mr. Eprror, 

Sir;—Being on a visit, sometime since, in 
the town of Amenia Dutchess, county, | atten- 
ded an evening Lecture delivered by a Mr. 
Harris, who at the close of the discourse said 
he would entertain his hearers with a pleasing 
Anecdote. He informed us he had been travel- 
ing in the centre of New-York state, where 
there had been a great Revival, arid near there 
lived an Universalist Infidel, who through the 
recommendation of his neighbour, attended 
one of those meetings, aad on returning home 
the neighbour observed to the Infidel that they 
had a good meeting. Yes, says the Infidel, 
but I’ll not be a fool, (that is hegwould not be 





converted.) But the next evening he went | 


again, and the Lord met bim with conviction ; 
he returned home, walked the room, clenched 
his fist, and told the Lord to do his best.— 
While in this situation, the Lord smote him 
down by the bed side, which alarmed his little 
son, who coming in and finding his father in 
this situation, alarmed the house, and the 
neighbours. who also came in, and found the 
wretched man in all the agony of an infuriated 
demon. This he said, terminated in the con- 
version of this Universalist Infidel, who went 
afierwards to some of his old companions, in 
the Universal faith, and told them he had ¢ome 
to take back the counterfeit coin he had pass- 
ed. (Universalism.) The preacher said he 
knew the man. I took the liberty to approach: 
and informed him that | lived in New York 
State, and should wish to know the gentle- 


man’s name [le said, No. T"he name of 
the tewn then, Sir. No. ‘The name of the 
county. No, do not urge me, I shall not in- 


form you. He left the room, much agitated, 
and in haste. 

However, a friend of Mr. Harris, inforsned 
Mr. Winchester, afterwards, that he thought it 
was Oxford, where the circumstance took 
place. I published the circumstance in the 
Hartford Inquirer, and was threatened. with 
two prosecutions, one at Oxford, for defaming 
the Rev. Mr. Harri-; buton his arrival at that 
place, he acknowledged the story, smuothed 
over the falsehood, and thus it ended 

Now, Mr. Editor, if it meets your approba- 
tion, I should be happy to have this republish- 
ed in your paper, that our western brethren 
may know the refuge to which those fanaticks 
flee to support a sinking cause by lying abont 
their revivals. Your’s affectionately, in the 
cause of truth, eye and ear witness to the above. 

ISAAC WHITNALL. 





NEWS OF THE WEEE. 


The several persons indicted for a conspi- 
racy to kidnap William Morgan, had their 
trial at the late Oyer and Terminer at Canan- 
daigua, and were acquitted. The papers say, 
many facts were disclosed on the trial which 
throw light on the dark subject, and will pro- 
bably lead to some farther proceedings. 

The extra session of the Legislature of this 
state, for the revision of the statute, com- 
menced on ‘Tuesday, 11th inst. 

The steam boat North America performed 
a trip from New York to Albany on the 4th 
inst. in the short space of eleven hours and 
two minutes. This is unexampled, 

Fire 1n Portianp, Me.—A distressing fire 
in that place consumed, a few days since, about 
25 tenements. But a small amount of goods 
were saved from the devouring element. 

A Snake Srory.—Mr. J. Birdsall of Sing- 
Sing, killed a rattlesnake a short time since. 
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Just before he came up to the snake, he saw 
several young snakes making down the throat 
ofthe mother. On opening the snake, ¢zrty- 
three young ones*were found, each ten. inches 
long. Q3~lifthe serpent-devi! of orthodoxy, 
is as kind to its young offspring as this snake 
is represented to be, we conciude the infant 
misnamed charitable societies of the day, will 
be most particularly sustained. 


A Facr.—A Methodist clergyman called at 
the house ofan elderly lady in the town of 
L 
cepting her only son, about twenty-one years 
of age ; and after asking the youngsman seve- 
ral casval questions, inquired of him whether 
his mother had an interest in Christi—* yes,” 
replied the young man—* she has a cow, four 
sheep, and a pig.” {>-Weare at a loss to 
determine which was the most simple, the cler- 
gyman who asked the question, or the young 
man who gave the above answer. For ali have 
ah interest in Christ for whom he gave himself 
a ransom ; and we should as soon conclude 
that a cow, four sheep and a pig constituted 
an interest in the Redemer of the world, as 
that Methodisticui rant would procure salva- 
tion. 

Mr. Monnog, late President ofthe U.S. is 
said tohave conveyed to the Bank of the U. 
States, 2600 acres of land, as security fora 
debt of 25,000 dollars, conditioned that if the 





land sells for more he shall have the surplus. ; 


It is understood he is still depressed with oth- 
er debts. 

A store wasbroken open in New York not 
Jong since, and robbed of $2 and two barrels 
of rotten eggs! Whata prize! 

A man named Brown, was arrested in 
Poughkeepsie two weeks since, having about 
him several counterfeit bills and plates for 
making more of the same currency. 

The ‘* Reverend’ Mr. Weems, who was late- 
ly apprehended in Boston for larceny, and 
who, it appeared had expended his ill-gotten 
gain in contributing to the comfort of certain 
** Jadies’—has had his trial. on two indict- 
ments and was sentenced to the penitentiary 
at Charlestown. We should like to know 
whether this man (tho is said to be a believer 
in endless torment) has experienced the ** sal- 
atary restraints” of that ‘* soul-converting doc- 
trine.” 

The Hon. David E. Evans, we understand, 
has resigned his seat in congres in consequence 
of receiving the appointment of Agent tor the 
Holland Land Company. 

A man near Rome, attempted, not long 
since, to cut his throat while in a state of par- 
tial intoxication. He however acted very pru- 
dently ; for he pulled the skin of his neck as 
far out as he could, thrust his knife through 


it with the back towards his throat, and cut 


, Me, and fotind no body at home ex- | 





| 


| 





out instead of in. This is thought to be avery 
prudent way of committing suicide ! 

‘Iwo shocks of an earthquake have recently 
been experienced at New Albany, Ind. So 
considerable was the jar in one instance that 
an old building occupied as a black-smith’s 
shop, tumbled to pieces. 

Capt, Bliss, of Springport, N. Y. wasthrown 
from his carriage, near Auburn, on the 30th 
ult. and fractured -his sculf so badly that he 
died in a few hours. 

Ason of Abraham Keeler, of Aubur 
shet through the body with a ramrodss 
accident was owing to the carel 
rifleman, who, after training, dis ; 
rifle, leaving the ramrod in it: the boy died 
svon afterwards. 

“A man. named Chauncey Lewis, a powder 
peddler, from Suffolk, Conn. stopped at Ber- 
lin, to get his waggon repaired, when an ap- 
prentice, named Rufus M’intire, happened to 
drive a spark on the powder, which exploded, 
and burnt him so severely that be died a short 
time afterwards; Lewis was likewise so much 
injured that little hope is entertained of his 
recovery. 

Mr. John Wood, of New- York, was drown- 
ed from on board the steam boat Constellation, 
while on her passage from Albany to N. York. 

FEE ST 

New mode of begging.—The follewing siu- 
gular circular issued in the name, and by the 
grace of God, is copied from the Kentucky 
Reporter. We publish it on account of its 
novelty, but we think that the preachers of the 
gospel throughout the United States, will, at 
least, inquire of Mr. Gabriel Crane before they 
send him the money what he intends to do 
with it—Alabama puper. 

Money ! Money !—We received the follow~ 
ing a few days since by mail. We hope the 
pious authour, if he succeeds in his scheme of 
collecting money, will be honest enough to re- 
imburse the postage of his letter. 

Waynesville. O. July 15, 1827. 
A DIVINE*PROULAMATION}; 4 

I AM THAT I AM—MY NAME Is JEHOVAHS 

IN the name and by the grace of God th 
Lord, Creator of heaven and earth. Be it 
known to all whom [as will appear] these pre- 
sents are especially directed. That He is naw 
upon the earth in an especial manner, for the 
better execution of His purposes hereunto fe- 
lating, and hath appointed me to be the organ 
of His will for the occasion. 

And farther Be it known, that to accom- 
plish those His sovereign purposes of grace 
and good ‘will to man at this time money is 
considered necessary, and to obtain it, I am 
directed to call his favoured servants, the 
Preachers of G | throughout the U. 
States, in the tasil blowing: ; 
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In His name and through His grace, they | 
are therefore all and severally called upon and 
required, to transmit to me,. through the post 
office, without) unnecessary delay, such sums 
as in all due faithfainess of mind, may to each 
seem mete on the occasion, according to their 
respective circumstances; any suggestions of 
Spirits, natural or super natural, to the contra- 
ry notwithstanding—for non-compliance there | 
will be,.allowed no excuse, no exoneration, 
no justification. 

eft, And now, in further compliance with the | 
“iwill aud direction of the Lord, the Creator and | 
feign Ruler of heave: and earth, alter 
amerofa witness, as foretold in scripture, 
; considering myself in His immedi- 
até presence, that herein I havetold the truth. 
N. B. All printers are required to give 
this an immediate and conspicuous insertion 
in their respective papers, with large type.— 
The Lord Jehovah requests none, but requires 
of all; and cursed is he that doth deny me, 
saith the Lord God Omnipotent. G. C. 
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Tue peatn or Mr. CANNING PREDICTED BY 
Nixon, tue Astrotocer. In an old book, 
entitled, Prophecies of Robert Nixon, printed 
in the year 1701, is the following prophetick 
declaration, which appears to refer to the late 
melancholy event which has deprived the En 
glish nation of one-of her brightest ornaments: | 
—*‘ In the year 1827, a man will raise himself | 
by his wisdom, to one of the most exalted offi- | 
ces in the state. His King will invest in him | 
great power as a reward for his zeal. England 
will be rejoiced. A strong party will enter | 
into a league against him, but their envy and | 
hatred will not prevail. The power of God, 
avhich reigneth over all, will cut him off in his 
prime, and the nation will] bitterly bemoan her 
toss. Oh, England! beware of thy enemies. 
A great friend thou wilt lose in this man.” 

Serre ST 
NOTICE. 

So Persons desirous of being accommodated with the 
eurrent volume of this paper, canbe supplied with the 
ba :k numbers from the commencement of the year.— 
le terms, as heretofore, are one dollar and fifty cents 
“a year (which includes the volume) if paid at the time 
of subscribing. Persons who can more conveniently 
transmit two dollars, can have their papers sent post- 
age paid. All letters mustcome postage paid in order 
to receive attention. - Any person who will obtain Five 
subscribers and forward the pay in advance, shall have 

the sixth copy gralis. 

{The Ministers and Delegates who attended the 
Chenango Association, are respectiully requested tu 
act as our agents in obtaining subseribers. 

Er acateenhll * 


To Correspondents.—T he cota ctiio of LR. R. 
is unavoidably laid aside for this eek, 


me 








We have sogreat a variety of matter on hand from 
esteemed correspondents, that some delay is unavoida- 
ble; but all shall receive attention as soon as room 
will permit. 















































































Mortick Mepactiient. 


FROM THE PHILADELPHIA SOUVENIR. 
LIPE’S PLEASURES. 

Lire hath its hour of joy—there falls, 
No gloom on childhood’s sunny brow, 
No care that hows—no bond that thralls 
The heart, can life’s gay morning know. 
But oh! for childhood’s sunny hours 
In vain the heart in after years 
Shai} seek—when wither'd by the blight 
Of disappointment—when the cares . 
Of life are crowding on the mind, 
When by fate’s fearless phantom led 
In search of joy, it mourns to find 
The promised bliss forever fled. 





Of confidence and vows of truth— 
When fancy with his brightest beams 
Has lighted up the path of youth; 
But soon or late a time must come, 
When dreams of youth must pass away, 
And sorrow cast its veil of gloom, 
Before its bright and cheering ray ; 
The nublest feelings of the heart, 

Of pure and deep affection born, 
From the chill’d bosom shall depart, 
Wither’d by cold neglect and scorn, 





Life hath its hour of Loye—it brings 
A strange compound of hopes and fears ;—. 
Brightest of Life’s imaginings 
Is Love in youth’s unclouded years ; 
But oh! how oft its charm hath past, 
Like visions of the night away 
Swept o’er by disappointment’s blast, 
Leaving the heart in dread decay ;— 
The fondest and the loveliest form 
That e’er hath known love’s rapturous spell, 
Ilas sunk beneath the wasting storm 
That ou its true affections fell. 





Life hath its bliss—the bliss that flows 
From consciousness of having dove 
Oar duty, at life’s weary close, 

When slowly sinks existence’ sun ; 
When we can look around and see 
No dark accusing spirit near ; 

When from the bond of earth set free, 
The weary soul hath joy to hear 

Its summons to a brighter clime, 
Where earthly woes no entrance find, 
And when the dreary hours of time 
Are Jeft with all their cares behind. 
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